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WelCome

On behalf of the Government and people of 
Bermuda, I welcome you to the 63rd staging 
of match racing for the King Edward VII Gold 
Cup—a week of the best competitive sailing in 
the world!

For those of you who are new to our shores, 
I extend a warm Bermuda welcome. For those 
who are returning: it’s great to have you back!  

As Premier, I’m always interested in op-
portunities that showcase Bermuda’s natural 
beauty and highlight the warmth of our 
people. The Argo Group Gold Cup event 
encompasses both. The competition will be 
stiff, the waters will be challenging and the 
hospitality will be outstanding —you’re in for a 
great event!

 Bermuda enjoys a rich and vibrant mari-
time history, some with a royal heritage. The 
origin of this event commemorates the 300th 
anniversary of the first permanent settlement 
in America, when His Majesty King Edward 
VII presented the Cup to Mr. Sherman Hoyt at 
the Jamestown Tri-Centennial regatta in 1907. 
Since then, the ‘Gold Cup’ has evolved into 
a world class sailing tournament, attracting 
a top slate of skippers and crews, who are all 
vying for the coveted King Edward VII Gold 
Cup Trophy. 

Each year modifications are made to 
enhance the experience. This year, the Family 
Festival of Sail will be moved to the Sunday 
prior to the start of the main event—provid-
ing a platform for our avid young Bermudian 
sailors and their families to enjoy our water 
sports, while leaving the remainder of the 
week to focus on the Argo Gold Cup finals 
event.

I take this opportunity to congratulate 
and thank the organisers for their continued 
commitment to excellence by producing this 
world-class event and establishing it as one of 
the highlights on sporting calendars around 
the world. 

MESSAgE FroM 
the Premier

MESSAgE FroM 
the Commodore

MESSAgE FroM 
Argo grouP

Once again the members, flag officers and 
staff of the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club look 
forward with huge excitement to this year’s 
Argo Group Gold Cup. With entries coming 
from across the globe we all eagerly await the 
arrival of the hugely talented teams that have 
performed at the highest possible level in the 
match racing arena.

The Club is also very proud to be hosting 
the 11th RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup. This 
amazing event includes the top junior sailors 
from many different countries and gives our 
local youngsters the most fantastic opportuni-
ty to compete against their international peers 
on home waters!

In addition to all the activities on the water 
the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club has pleasure 
in hosting the sixth Family Festival of Sail on 
Sunday, October 6th. Designed to give the 
local community a better understanding of the 
fantastic sport of sailing it also incorporates a 
wide range of displays and trips “on and off” 
the water highlighting many of the water-
based activities we have available in Bermuda.

None of this would be possible without the 
extremely kind support of all our sponsors. 
The continued generosity of Argo Group, the 
Bermuda Department of Tourism, AonBen-
field, Guy Carpenter, Bacardi, RenaissanceRe 
and our many other fine supporters allow us 
to hold this event and we are very grateful for 
their support. In addition, the considerable 
work undertaken by our members and other 
friends is invaluable and we are extremely ap-
preciative for their amazing efforts.

We look forward to welcoming you all to the 
Club for what is going to be a truly outstand-
ing week.

Welcome to the Argo Group Gold Cup, one 
of the most exciting sailing events of the year. 
Whether seafarer or spectator, you will bear 
witness to the remarkable strategy, skill and 
stamina of the sailing world’s most successful 
skippers, as their teams compete for the il-
lustrious King Edward VII Gold Cup Trophy—
the oldest match-racing trophy in the world 
for competition involving one-design yachts. 

As title sponsor for this showcase event, 
Argo Group believes that the sport of sailing 
promotes many of the virtues that help suc-
cessful people and businesses realize their po-
tential and enable them to achieve outstanding 
results…together. For that reason, we, in part-
nership with the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club, 
are committed to providing you with a truly 
enriching visitor experience that celebrates 
community, competitiveness and culture in the 
incomparable setting of Bermuda’s picturesque 
Hamilton Harbour. 

In addition to the racing competition, we 
invite you to immerse yourself in Bermuda’s 
rich maritime history and heritage at the 
annual Family Festival of Sail where a host of 
boating and water festivities are scheduled to 
take place on the Sunday prior to the race. 

So, whether your vantage point is on the 
water or on the water’s edge, I encourage you 
to take full advantage of all this week has in 
store for you. 

Mark E. Watson III
President & Chief Executive Officer
Argo Group

The Hon. L. Craig Cannonier, JP, MP.
Premier of Bermuda

Jonathan Brewin
Commodore
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With so much data and information available, it can be tough to know where 
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Contact us today to learn how data can be used to empower your results. 

aonbenfield.com/empower

Empower Results®
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sChedule of events

2013 Argo group gold Cup Schedule of Events

The public is welcome at the Family Festival of Sail, the match racing regatta, press con-
ferences, prize giving and listed parties. The RBYC restaurants and bars are open to the 
public during this regatta. 

sunday, oCtober 6th  
9:00 am Race Office opens 
9:00 am to 10:00 am Registration of Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers, RBYC
11:00 am to 4:00 pm Family Festival of Sail in Barr’s Bay Park
3:00-6:00, 7:30–9:00 pm  Registration of Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers, RBYC 

monday, oCtober 7th
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP SKIPPERS’ PRACTICE SESSION
8:30 am to 12:00 pm Registration of Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers, RBYC
9:00 am to 11:00 am Practice session for Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers (registered  

on Sunday)
11:30 am to 1:30 pm Practice session for Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers (registered  

on Monday)
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm    Practice session for Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers (registered  

on Monday)
5:00 pm Briefing for Argo Group Gold Cup Skippers, RBYC  

tuesday, oCtober 8th
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP ROUND ROBIN
8:00 am             Argo Group Gold Cup Group, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace   
9:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 1 (Round Robin flights 1-4) 
12:30 pm*  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 2 (Round Robin flights 1-4)
5:00 pm ** Press Conference, RBYC Terrace 

Wednesday, oCtober 9th 
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP ROUND ROBIN
8:00 am Argo Group Gold Cup Group, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace   
9:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 2 (Round Robin flights 5-8) 
12:30 pm*  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 1 (Round Robin flights 5-8)
5:00 pm Registration of RenaissanceRe Jr. Gold Cup participants at RBYC
5:00 pm ** Press Conference, RBYC Terrace   

thursday, oCtober 10th 
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP ROUND ROBIN
8:00 am Argo Group Gold Cup, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace   
9:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 1 (Round Robin flights 9-12) 
11:30 am RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup racing in Granaway Deep or the  

Great Sound
12:30 pm*  Argo Group Gold Cup Group 2 (Round Robin flights 9-12)
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FREE  ADMISSION
AT BARR’S BAY PARK

OCTOBER 6TH  
 11 AM – 4 PM

ACTIVITIES CELEBRATING
BOATING AND THE SEA.

FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY TO ENJOY.

5:00 pm ** Press Conference, RBYC Terrace  
6:30 pm Bacardi Party/Buffet – open to the public, tickets from  

Reception, RBYC Terrace 

friday, oCtober 11th
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP QUARTERFINALS
8:00 am Argo Group Gold Cup, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace  
9:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup Quarterfinal racing (first-to-three series)
11:30 am RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup racing in Granaway Deep or the  

Great Sound 
2:00 pm ProAm Regatta 
5:00 pm** Press Conference, RBYC Terrace 
6:00 pm Happy Hour, music and appetizers – open to the public, cash bar,  

RBYC Terrace.   

saturday, oCtober 12th 
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP SEMIFINALS
8:00 am Argo Group Gold Cup, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace 
9:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup 5th – 8th place series (first-to-win one)
11:30 am RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup racing in Granaway Deep or the  

Great Sound
1:00 pm  Argo Group Gold Cup Semifinal racing (first-to-win three series)
5:00 pm ** Press Conference, RBYC Terrace  

sunday, oCtober 13th 
THE ARGO GROUP GOLD CUP FINALS
9:00 am Argo Group Gold Cup, Skippers briefing, RBYC Terrace 
10:00 am  Argo Group Gold Cup Final Four Championships – Petite Finals  

(first-to-win three series)
12:30 pm* RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup Final Race 
2:00 pm* Argo Group Gold Cup Final Four Championships – Finals (first- 

to-three series)  
45 minutes after the Press Conference and Prize Presentation for the RenaissanceRe  
completion of racing Jr. Gold Cup, Wedgwood Heritage Trophy and the King Edward  

VII Gold Cup presentation, RBYC Terrace 

*  Approx. time – racing will continue following completion of previous event 

**  If racing finishes after 5:00 pm, the daily press conferences will be scheduled one half 
hour after the completion of the day’s racing.

Schedule subject to change

2013 Argo group gold Cup Schedule of Events
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for matCh raCe sailors, the cov-
eted King Edward VII Gold Cup Trophy, 
awarded to the winner of the Argo Group 
Gold Cup, is a golden road to one of sail-
ing’s holy grails, the America’s Cup. The 
legacy of this event has its unique rewards 
as we witness the return this year of Sir Ben 
Ainslie. He’ll join four other previous Gold 
Cup winners along with nine of the top ten 
skippers in the ISAF Open rankings and 
all of the Alpari World Match Racing Tour 
Cardholder skippers.

This year will be the 63rd staging of races 
for the King Edward VII Gold Cup Trophy 
and the sixth with Argo Group’s support as 
title sponsor. Since the event was refor-
matted for match racing in 1985, the King 
Edward VII Gold Cup trophy has been held 
aloft by four-time America’s Cup win-
ner Russell Coutts of New Zealand (seven 
times), four-time Olympic gold medalist 
Ainslie of the United Kingdom (twice), and 

the youngest America’s Cup winner, James 
Spithill of Australia.

Ainslie, who is the most successful sailor 
in Olympic history, won the Cup consecu-
tively in 2009 and 2010. His classic approach 
to sailing Bermuda’s IODs, and his style and 
grace on and off the water have made him 
a true fan favourite here in Bermuda. The 
spectator fleet swells whenever he is on the 
racecourse. In a previous interview, Ainslie 
expressed his special affinity with the Gold 
Cup event, enjoying its traditions, the 
International One Design and especially the 
friends he has made here.

“We feel lucky because we love this 
venue,” said Ainslie. “We like the boats and 
they are challenging. The atmosphere is 
great and we have a lot of friends here.”

Ainslie’s ties to Bermuda go back to ju-
nior sailing. He first competed in Bermuda 
in 1995 winning the ISAF Youth Worlds 
Single Handed title. During the 2008 Argo 

Group Gold Cup, Ainslie was the skipper 
and Simpson was the team advisor. The 
team spent a lot of time talking to the young 
Optimist sailors gathered in Bermuda from 
around the world. 

Ben’s crew from 2008 returns to Bermuda 
once again and includes the current skipper 
of the Artemis America’s Cup Team and 
double Olympic Gold Medalist Iain Percy. 
Iain will be tactician and mainsheet trim-
mer. Multiple Gold Cup winner Christian 
Kamp will be jib trimmer and Ben’s former 
Team Origin bowman Matt Cornwall, af-
fectionately known as “Catflap” throughout 
the yachting world will be aboard.

The return of Sir Ben Ainslie to Bermuda 
for the 2013 Argo Group Gold Cup adds 
a touch of high drama to this star studded 
event. He has been off the Tour since 2010 
and will challenge the fleet. It is a full slate 
of eight Alpari World Match Racing Tour 
Card Holders and the four other past Tour 

Stars return for 
Gold Cup Challenge

by lAuriE FullErton

2012 Argo Group 
Gold Cup winner 
taylor Canfield will 
be back to defend 
his title.
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i don’t think any of us Will ever 
forGet that moment. Up until then 
we had all been enjoying the challenge of 
trying to sail these incredibly powerful 
AC72 multihulls around San Francisco 
Bay. Then, in an instant, the whole World 
stopped and for many of us close to 
Andrew “Bart” Simpson, life would never 
be quite the same.

So much has been said about Andrew 
in the months since he passed away, but—
in the words of his brother in arms Iain 
Percy—words will never do him justice.

Eventually life does go on and for all of 
us close to Andrew, especially his won-
derful wife Leah and their two sons Fred-
die and Hamish, we would like people to 
remember Andrew in a positive manner 
and for something worthwhile to grow in 
his memory.

For that reason we have set up a 
charity in Andrew’s name, ‘The An-
drew Simpson Sailing Foundation’. The 
goals of the charity are closely aligned 
to Andrew’s passion, which was to help 
younger sailors coming through the 
sport and offer the advice that he often 
found was lacking when he himself was 
trying to make that transition from a 
promising highly talented young sailor to 
an Olympic Gold medal winner. Andrew 
was famous for the time he would take to 
sit with younger sailors and talk through 
issues, probably half of last year’s British 
Olympic squad were going to Andrew 
for guidance and support. That’s just he 
kind of guy he was, he loved to help and 
give support. 

It is also not just about the talented 
but it’s also about those who have a 
passion for the sport and want to pursue 
that passion with a career in the sailing 
World, if not as a sailor then as a boat 
builder, sail maker or some other area 
of the sailing industry. The Foundation 
will look for ways to support these young 
sailors and mentor them through this 
critical learning period. We will offer 
funds for apprentices to undertake ap-

propriate courses and sit for the relevant 
qualifications in their chosen area of the 
sailing industry. We want to make a real 
difference to many young people’s lives 
through the sport of sailing and we know 
that this would have made Andrew very 
proud.

Iain, Christian, Matt and myself are 
incredibly proud to be back competing 
in Bermuda at the Argo Group Gold Cup 
in memory of our great friend Bart. We 
have many fond memories of this regat-
ta; in fact the first time we competed in 
the Argo Group Gold Cup was 2008 with 
Bart as team coach. We are very grateful 
to Mark Watson and the team at Argo 
for supporting the Andrew Simpson Sail-
ing Foundation and we look forward to a 
fantastic week of racing.

champions who will be on hand heading up 
the two groups of teams in the qualifying 
round robin. Joining them on the event lad-
der will be eight other top ranked skippers 
and some up and coming teams including 
four automatic qualifiers.

Over the past ten years, the Argo Group 
Gold Cup has also benefited from Renaissan-
ceRe’s sponsorship of the Junior Gold Cup 
Optimist dinghy event. The Junior Gold Cup 
is credited, in part, for inspiring the 2012 
Argo Group Gold Cup winner Taylor Can-
field, Team USone. Canfield, 24, is a U.S. Vir-
gin Islander who bested a field of 19-teams 
last year to become the first American citizen 
to raise the Cup aloft since his countryman 
Peter Holmberg won in 2001.  

The RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup was 
in its early years in 2003 when Canfield, age 
13, was invited to attend and tagged along 
with the older and much revered Gold Cup 
winner Peter Holmberg of the USVI who 
was competing in the Gold Cup. 

“I was competing on the last day of the 
RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup and there 
was another competitor challenging me and 
we were going after a win. We started to 
really match race in our Optis—at age 13—
right here in Hamilton Harbour. I got a taste 
of it then…and it did have a big influence on 
me as the Gold Cup was going on around 
us,” Canfield said. 

Talented and congenial, Canfield is clearly 
following a passion for match racing that 
was ignited right here in Bermuda. He has 
carried that passion as a Tour Card Holder 
in the 2013 season. Canfield will defend his 
Bermuda title hot off a win in the Chicago 
Match Cup in his home waters. He had a 
second in the Korean Match Cup, a fifth in 
Match Race Germany but sank to eleventh 
in the Stena Match Cup Sweden.

Canfield stands second on the Tour 
coming into the Argo Group Gold Cup, 
tied with Adam Minoprio, Team Alpari FX 
(NZ). They are just nine points behind Tour 
Champion Ian Williams, GAC Pindar (GBR) 
and only one point ahead of Bjorn Hansen, 
eWork Sailing Team (SWE).

With this unique mix of teams from 
America’s Cup skippers, to past Gold Cup 
champions to rising stars, the battle will 
be on in Bermuda. Will a rising star or a 
seasoned salt hoist the Cup? Get ready for 
some fantastic match racing in the 2013 
Argo Group Gold Cup to tell the tale.

remembering bart
sir ben ainslie on the foundation which has been set 

up in memory of his friend Andrew “bart” Simpson

Above: sir Ben Ainslie and team in 2009
below: Ainslie and simpson
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mAtCh rACinG overvieW

the matCh raCinG Course is four legs 
and starts with leg one heading upwind and 
finishes with leg four coming downwind. 
The start/finish line is set close to the shore 
in Hamilton Harbour in the vicinity of Barr’s 
Bay Park and the Royal Bermuda Yacht 
Club, depending on the wind direction. 

The course starting line is between a mark 
and the race committee boat and is laid at 
right angles to the direction of the wind. 

The match begins with the two boats 
crossing the starting line and sailing upwind 
(by tacking) and rounding the first (wind-
ward) mark to starboard (leaving it to the 
right side of the boat). 

Spinnakers are set and the match contin-
ues downwind to the second (leeward) mark 
laid close to the original starting line. The 
boats sail twice around this course and fin-
ish sailing downwind under spinnaker.

a layman’s Guide

riGht-of-Way
When the wind comes across opposite 

sides of the boats, the boat with the wind 
on the left (port) side gives way to the boat 
with the wind on the right (starboard). the 
boat with the wind coming from the right is 
on the starboard tack or gibe and has the 
right-of-way. When the wind comes across 
the same side of the boats and the boats 
are not overlapped, the boat behind (clear 
astern) must keep clear. the boat ahead 
has the right-of-way.  When the wind comes 
across the same side of the boats and the 
boats are overlapped, the upwind (wind-
ward) boat must stay clear. the boat on the 
downwind (leeward) side has the right-of-
way. umpires follow the boats in each match 
and make on-the-water penalty decisions. 
A boat with a penalty must make a 360-de-
gree turn for each penalty assessed before 
the finish. 

the start
the start is critical. A five-minute gun 

signals the beginning of an intricate, often 
furious duel for advantage on the starting 
line. it is a one-on-one battle for the favoured 

side of the course based on the sailor’s 
prediction for wind strength and wind shifts 
on the course. 

upWind beat
on the course, the boats engage in an up-

wind battle. the boat crossing on starboard 
has the right-of-way and an advantage when 
crossing ahead of the port tacker. the boat 
ahead has an advantage of sailing in clean 
air while the boat behind has to sail in the 
turbulent (bad) air spilling off the windward 
boat. the boat behind will try to engage 
the leader in a tacking duel to escape from 
the bad air, cause the leader to make a 
sail-handling error or gain ground by making 
faster, more efficient tacks. 

Weather mark
the boats approach the upwind, wind-

ward mark on port tack, so there is always 
the opportunity for confrontation with 
one boat on port facing a right-of-way 
boat crossing ahead or causing the port 
tack boat to avoid a collision. the lead can 
change here and often does. 

doWnWind run
on the downwind run, the trailing boat 

attacks from behind. it may gain on or pass 
the leader by positioning itself so its balloon-
like spinnaker casts a wind shadow on the 
leader and steals its wind. the boat ahead 
must be prepared to gibe away for clean 
air. this manoeuvre, with the wind crossing 
behind and the spinnaker and mainsail being 
moved to opposite sides, surely causes high 
drama in a breeze. A mistake in the middle 
of a gibe has cost many a skipper a race. 

droppinG the spinnaker
At the bottom, downwind mark action in-

tensifies as the boats position for a smooth 
rounding to head back upwind for leg three. 
right-of-way rules may require that the 
leader give room to the boat behind if an 
overlap exists two boat-lengths from the 
mark. it’s another place for protests and 
lead changes to occur. 

the finish
As the boats approach the finish, it’s 

often the time for a boat with a penalty  
to take her 360-degree turn. if you’re ahead, 
it’s painful but must be done. this is a match 
race in identical one-design boats so there 
is one winner, one loser. the first boat to 
finish gets the prize.

folloW the raCinG online! 
there’s no better way to follow the match racing than from any of the many vantage 

points along hamilton harbour, but those who can’t get to the waterfront can follow 

the action and see updated results on any of the following websites: 

host site: www.argogroupgoldcup.com

alpari World match racing tour: www.wmrt.com

facebook: www.facebook.com/worldmatchracingtour

twitter: www.twitter.com/worldmrt

twitter tack by tack live race updates: www.twitter.com/wmrt_liverace
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Course & formAt

Prize money

total Purse: 
$100,000

1st Place $50,000

2nd Place $20,000

3rd Place $10,000

4th Place $7,000

5th Place $5,500

6th Place $4,000

7th Place $2,500

8th Place $1,000

the royal bermuda yaCht Club
presents the Argo Group Gold Cup. This is 
an ISAF Grade WC (World Championship) 
event, sailed in identically matched IOD 
sloops on the Hamilton Harbour adjacent to 
the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club, Barr’s Bay 
Park and the Fairmont Hamilton Princess 
Hotel. The venue brings world-class match 
racing close to shore where spectators can 
easily see the competition. The regatta takes 
place only steps from Bermuda’s prestigious 
Front Street shopping district and historic 
downtown Hamilton. 

The 16 invited crews plus the winners of 

the 2013 Bermuda National Match Racing 
Championship, 2013 Detroit Cup, 2013 
Knickerbocker Cup and 2013 Sopot Match 
Race will be divided into two groups of ten.

First Stage: The competitors will be 
divided into two groups of ten and will sail a 
round robin (each skipper will be scheduled 
to sail once against each other skipper in his 
group).

Second Stage: The top four skippers in 
each group from the First Stage will go on to 
the Quarter and Semi Finals, to be sailed on 
Friday and Saturday respectively. Both are 
‘first to three points’ knock out series. The 

leading two teams that survive this round 
move on to the Finals, the next two move to 
the Petite Finals.

The Finals and Petite Finals take place on 
Sunday. Both are ‘first to three points’ knock 
out series. The day will start with the Petite 
Finals. Following the Petites, time willing, 
spectators will see the Optimists in the final 
race of the RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup 
on the Argo Group Gold Cup race course.

The Finals will then see the two lead-
ing teams go head to head in a battle to 
determine the winner of the Argo Group 
Gold Cup.
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tournAment lAdder

QuArter-finAls
friday

semi-finAls
saturday

finAls
sunday

Winner

Please refer to page 11 for the qualification format  
to the quarter finals, semi’s and final.

GrouP 1
sCore 

W          l

tuesdtuesdAy, WednesdAy 
& thursd& thursdAy

GrouP 2
sCore 

W          l
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stArt ProCedure

time to start 
(in minutes) 

visual siGnal flaGs
sound 
siGnal

meaninG

7 Flag ‘7’ displayed one Attention signal

6 Flag ‘7’ removed none

5 Flag ‘5’ and numeral pennant ‘1’ displayed one Warning signal

4 Flag ‘5’ removed and flag ‘4’ displayed one
preparatory 

signal

2
blue or yellow flag or both displayed  

if either or both boats broke rule C4.2
one* 

End of pre-start 
entry time

1 Flag ‘4’ removed and flag ‘1’ displayed one 1 minute to start

start of matCh 1
5 mins. before start 

of Match 2

Flag ‘1’ and numeral pennant ‘1’ removed. 
Flag ‘5’ and numeral pennant ‘2’ displayed

one
Start of Match 1 
and warning for 

Match 2

4 Flag ‘5’ removed and flag ‘4’ displayed one
preparatory 

signal

2
blue or yellow flag or both displayed  

if either or both boats broke rule C4.2
one* 

End of pre-start 
entry time

1 Flag ‘4’ removed and flag ‘1’ displayed one 1 minute to start

start of matCh 2
5 mins. before start 

of Match 3

Flag ‘1’ and numeral pennant ‘2’ removed. 
Flag ‘5’ and numeral pennant ‘3’ displayed

one
Start of Match 2 
and warning for 

Match 3

4 Flag ‘5’ removed and flag ‘4’ displayed one
preparatory 

signal

2
blue or yellow flag or both displayed 

if either or both boats broke rule C4.2
one* 

End of pre-start 
entry time

1 Flag ‘4’ removed and flag ‘1’ displayed one 1 minute to start

start of matCh 3
5 mins. before start 

of Match 4

Flag ‘1’ and numeral pennant ‘3’ removed. 
Flag ‘5’ and numeral pennant ‘4’ displayed

one
Start of Match 3 
and warning for 

Match 4

4 Flag ‘5’ removed and flag ‘4’ displayed one
preparatory 

signal

2
blue or yellow flag or both displayed  

if either or both boats broke rule C4.2
one* 

End of pre-start 
entry time

1 Flag ‘4’ removed and flag ‘1’ displayed one 1 minute to start

start of matCh 4 Flag ‘1’ and numeral pennant ‘4’ removed one Start of Match 4

7

5

5

5

5

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

* if penalty is given
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Bacardi’s passion for supporting excellence in sailing is as long held as our 
passion for producing and marketing fine spirits. We are delighted to welcome 
this prestigious event to Bermuda, the global headquarters of Bacardi Limited.
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E N J O Y  O U R  G R E A T  T A S T E  W I T H  Y O U R  G O O D  J U D G E M E N T

“ D R I N K  R E S P O N S I B LY ! ”

Spirit
A proud primary sponsor and the official spirits brands of the Argo Group Gold Cup.

SUPPORTING BERMUDA’S
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history & Winners

past Winners
1937 briggs Cunningham (uSA)
1938 bill miller (bermuda)
1939 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1940-50 unavailable
1951 ray hunt (uSA)
1952 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1953 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1954 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1955 e. roddy Williams (bermuda)
1956 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1957 Warner Wilcox (uSA)
1958 Warner Wilcox (uSA)
1959 a.f. ‘bert’ darrell (bermuda)
1960 Warren brown (bermuda)
1961 hugh masters (bermuda)
1962 robert Waterburg (uSA)
1963 philip dollins (uSA)
1964 Cornelius shields Jr (uSA)
1965 rene Coudert (uSA)
1966 Warren brown (bermuda)
1967 rene Coudert (uSA)
1968 peter richold (bermuda)
1969 C. archie hooper (bermuda)
1970 W. keith hollis (bermuda)
1971 dayton t. Carr (uSA)
1972 C. archie hooper (bermuda)
1973 C. archie hooper (bermuda)
1974 John hartley Watlington (bermuda)
1975 C. archie hooper (bermuda)
1976 C. archie hooper (bermuda)
1977 b.W. ‘Jordy’ Walker (bermuda)
1978 William s. Widnall (uSA)
1979 William s. Widnall (uSA)
1980 e.s. ‘penny’ simmons (bermuda)
1981 William s. Widnall (uSA)
1982 William s. Widnall (uSA)
1983 William s. Widnall (uSA)
1984 not sailed-Event re-organised for 1985
1985 peter isler (uSA)
1986 Gordon lucas (Australia)
1987 Chris dickson (new Zealand)
1988 John kolius (uSA)
1989 Chris dickson (new Zealand)
1990 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
1991 eddie Warden-owen (u.K.)
1992 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
1993 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
1994 rod davis (new Zealand)
1995 peter Gilmour (Australia)
1996 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
1997 peter Gilmour (Australia)
1998 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
1999 andy Green (u.K.)
2000 russell Coutts (new Zealand)
2001 peter holmberg (u.S. Virgin islands)
2002 Jesper radich (denmark)
2003 peter Gilmour (Australia)
2004 russell Coutts (new Zealand) 
2005 James spithill (Australia)
2006 ian Williams (u.K.)
2007 mathieu richard (France)
2008 Johnie berntsson (Sweden)
2009 ben ainslie (u.K.)
2010 ben ainslie (u.K.)
2011 torvar mirsky (Australia)
2012 taylor Canfield (u.S. Virgin islands)

history of the Gold Cup
the kinG edWard vii Gold Cup is the 
oldest match racing trophy in the world for 
competition involving one-design yachts.    
It is a highly prestigious trophy with a rich 
tradition. It was the only King’s Cup ever 
to be offered for competition in the United 
States, which could be won outright.  

The Gold Cup was given in 1907 by King 
Edward VII at the Tri-Centenary Regatta 
at Jamestown, Virginia in commemora-
tion of the 300th Anniversary of the first 
permanent settlement in America. The 
Trophy was won by C. Sherman Hoyt in 
1907 sailing his “Q” yacht Capsicum. The 
Gold Cup resumed competitive activity as a 
match racing trophy for 6-Metres in 1937.  
The first winner of the “Gold Cup” was the 
celebrated Briggs Cunningham, who was 
also the first man to win the America’s Cup 
in a 12-Metre. 

After three decades as the property of 
Mr. Hoyt, he gave it to The Royal Bermuda 
Yacht Club. In his letter he expressed the 
propriety of “my returning a British Royal 
Trophy to the custody of your Club with 
its long record of clean sportsmanship 
and keenly contested races between your 
Bermuda yachts and ours of Long Island 
Sound and elsewhere...”. This gift expresses 
the long yachting tradition existing between 
the “Original Thirteen States” and the oldest 
self-governing British colony.

Upon receiving the Gold Cup the Royal 
Bermuda Yacht Club immediately used it 
as a challenge trophy in the 6-Metre class. 
The last year of competition in this class 
was 1939 when Bermuda’s A.F. (Bert) Dar-
rell sailing Achilles successfully defended 
it against George Nicholls of the USA in 
Goose. The Goose was considered the fastest 
6-Metre of her day. Bert Darrell, perhaps 
Bermuda’s most revered yachtsman and a 
shipwright by trade, bought his 6-Metre 
Achilles as salvage from an insurance com-
pany, she had been wrecked in a storm and 
he rebuilt the ten-year old yacht entirely in 
his boatyard. The rejuvenated Achilles was 
launched from Darrell’s slipways and sailed 
directly to the race-course, where she went 
on to defeat Goose and establish Bermuda as 
a yacht racing power to be reckoned with.

There was no further 6-Metre racing lo-

cally.  In the post-war years, the Club placed 
the Cup in competition in 1951 for match 
racing in yachts of the International One 
Design Class. Bert Darrell had the honour 
of first defending the Cup in this class.  

Although it was always popular with 
sailors, the Gold Cup continued in relative 
obscurity until 1983 when Australia took the 
America’s Cup from the United States, re-
sulting in increased interest in match racing. 
In 1985, the World Match Racing Conference 
was formed with the Gold Cup one of five 
major events. Beginning in 1988, the Royal 
Bermuda Yacht Club introduced sponsor-
ship, prize money, on the water judging, 
spectator boats, live commentary and racing 
in Hamilton Harbour. These innovations 
made Gold Cup match racing more exciting 
for the spectators and participants. 

Since 1937, Bermuda has won the Cup 
21 times, the Unites States 17 times, New 
Zealand ten times, Australia six times, the 
United Kingdom five times, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands twice and Denmark, Sweden and 
France have each laid claim to the trophy 
once.

2012 winner taylor Canfield with the Gold Cup.

AGGC2013 layout.indd   16 8/27/13   3:26 PM



Since 1993, we have been dedicated to the art of managing risk in a volatile world.
We listen, we share what we know, we craft solutions, forging partnerships that last.

www.renre.com

RenaissanceRe, founding sponsor of the Junior Gold Cup 
and continuing sponsor of the Argo Group Gold Cup,  
warmly welcomes all sailors and spectators.

Perspective
Partnership
Experience
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The RenaissanceRe JunioR Gold cup
celebrates its eleventh year as a fixture on 
the King Edward VII Gold Cup calendar. 
Through the kindness of RenasissanceRe 
this invitational event has evolved into 
one of the most unique and competitive 
Optimist sailing regattas in the world. The 
coveted invitations are sent to some of the 
world’s most accomplished youth sailors 
with an aim to bring 12 to 16 of them to 
Bermuda’s shores to help give valuable 
international racing experience to our local 
sailors. Invitations automatically go to the 
Optimist Dinghy Associations of countries 
of the skippers entered in the main draw 
of the Argo Group Gold Cup, asking those 
countries to send their top sailor. The or-
ganisers then strategically add internation-
ally ranked boys and girls from additional 
countries to give our local sailors a truly 
“world class” international field. 

Beyond the cultural advantages of such 
a multinational gathering, the backdrop of 

the Argo Group Gold Cup Tour event run-
ning concurrently with the Junior Gold Cup 
provides a real bonus for all the kids entered 
in the regatta. The young sailors find them-
selves surrounded by their sailing heroes 
while on shore. The young sailors watch 
parts of the main event and interact with 
the adult professional teams competing.  

World-renowned sailors such as Ben 
Ainslie, Andrew “Bart” Simpson, Russell 
Coutts, Peter Gilmour, Ed Baird and Dennis 
Conner have given freely of their time while 
competing at the Gold Cup in Bermuda 
by participating in youth sailing clinics or 
by holding talks with the Junior Gold Cup 
participants. This year Sir Ben Ainslie will 
take time to work with Bermuda’s young 
sailors and will be promoting the Andrew 
Simpson Sailing Foundation (ASSF). One of 
the ASSF’s goals is supporting “grass roots” 
youth sailing initiatives and establishing 
links with like-minded programmes already 
operating, like the RBYC Sailing Academy. 

The Future champions

RenaissanceRe JunioR Gold cup RenaissanceRe JunioR Gold cup 
cchampionshampions
2003  Oliver Rihiiluoma (BER) 
2004  Frankie Lardies (NZL) 
2005  Joshua Greenslade (BER) 
2006  Philip Sparks (GBR) 
2007  Jes Lyhne Bonde (DEN) 
2008   Balder Tobiasen (DEN) 
2009   “Nacho” Rogala (ARG) 
2010  Diogo Pereira (POR) 
2011  Wade Wadell (USA)   
2012  Douglas Elmes (IRL)
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RENAISSANcE RE JUNIOR GOLD cUP

L E T  YO U R  H E A R T  R A C E  AT  O U R  M AT C H L E S S  R E S TA U R A N T S

FROM MATCH RACING TO MATCHLESS

DON’T BE ADRIFT FOR FOOD IN BERMUDA.. .VISIT WWW.DININGBERMUDA.COM  TO STAY AHEAD OF THE REST

LITTLE VENICE WINE BAR  32 Bermudiana Road, Hamilton  |  T 441-295-3503  E info@littlevenice.bm  WWW.LITTLEVENICE.BM

LITTLE VENICE RESTAURANT  32 Bermudiana Road, Hamilton  |  T 441-295-3503  E info@littlevenice.bm  WWW.LITTLEVENICE.BM

MARGARITA’S GRILL  12 Bermudiana Road, Hamilton  |  T 441-296-3330  E lvsmanager@lvs.bm  WWW.DININGBERMUDA.COM

BLÛ BAR & GRILL  At the Belmont Hills Golf Club, Warwick  |  T 441-232-2323  E info@blu.bm  WWW.BLU.BM

L’ORIENTAL  32 Bermudiana Road, Hamilton (upstairs Little Venice)  |  T 441-296-4477  E info@loriental.bm  WWW.LORIENTAL.BM

MV VENETIAN  Luxurious 100 ft Azimut Benetti  |  T 441-704-3000  E info@venetian.bm  WWW.VENETIAN.BM

The Junior Gold Cup event has matured 
to a point where it can now boast success 
at the highest levels in the sport of sailing. 
2012 Argo Group Gold Cup winner Taylor 
Canfield from USVI has publicly given 
credit to the Jr. Gold Cup as the inspiration 
for him to become a professional sailor. In 
2003 Canfield attended the Jr. Gold Cup 
event, tagging along with his mentor and 
professional sailor, Peter Holmberg who was 
invited to sail in the main event. Canfield 
credits the Junior Gold Cup for exposing 
him to the world of match racing which he 
witnessed for the first time that October. 
Canfield now has a total of three Alpari 
World Match Race Tour event wins to his 
credit and is in contention to defend his 
Argo Group Gold Cup title this year.

For the last eleven years RenaissanceRe 
has provided the financial support to help 
fly the invitees to Bermuda, providing them 
with charter boats, coaching, lunches and 
entry fees—everything required to compete. 
The visiting sailors stay with the families 
of our youth sailors and sometimes attend 
the local school for a day with their new 
Bermudian friends.  

On the water, the format usually consists 
of four to five fleet races per day on the 
Great Sound starting on Thursday, October 
10th. The final day, Sunday, October 13th, 

will see the penultimate championship race 
sailed on Hamilton Harbour during the final 
rounds of the Argo Group Gold Cup if time 
and conditions allow. 
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The aRGo FoundaTion was established
in September, 2008 as a limited liability
company designed to invest in the health
and development of Bermuda’s young
people.

Under the chairmanship of Argo Group
President and CEO, Mark E. Watson III,
an Allocations Committee made up of a
diverse group of Bermudians representing
the private, public and non-profit sectors
meets once a quarter to consider applica-
tions from Bermuda-registered charities.

The charter of the Foundation stipulates
that its funding will be directed to those
programmes demonstrating the effective
delivery of programmes and services for
youth under the age of 18. Where there
is duplication, the Foundation asks that
partnerships be established to drive ef-
ficiencies.

A key objective of The Argo Foundation
is to establish long-term relationships with

the charities it supports so that members
can follow the progress of young people
benefitting from the programmes funded
by the Foundation.

The Foundation’s dedicated Allocations
Committee has approved applications from
arts, sports, education and health services
organizations. As a result, free music les-
sons are subsidized at primary schools;
tuition is paid for students re-entering the
education system and who are studying
for their high school diploma; and pro-
grammes benefitting at-risk youth continue
to be funded.

In 2011, The Argo Foundation estab-
lished Bermuda Glee, a 10-day intensive in 
the performing arts for public and private 
school students in Bermuda aged 14-18. 
With its motto of Curtains Up, Barriers 
Down, Bermuda Glee aims to enable col-
laboration and partnership. Working with 
drama, music and dance teachers from 
Bermuda’s school system, students prepare 
an original piece of musical theatre for 
performance at the end of the intensive 
programme. 

To review the funding criteria or to down-
load an application for funding, please 
visit www.argolimited.com or contact Argo 
House at 441-296-5858.
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ARGO FOUNDATION

ppiinnk Bek Berrmmuuddaa sasand
OriginalOriginal

Art Jewellery

The

7 Reid Street, Hamilton | 441-236-9009 | alexandramosher.com

The argo Foundation:
Supporting Bermuda’s Youth
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BUSINESS

As the only Cisco Gold Certi�ed Partner in 
Bermuda, Digicel Business provides higher 
standards of networking competency, service 
support and customer satisfaction. Let us put 
these to work for your business.

A PARTNERSHIP TO
LIFT YOUR BUSINESS
HIGHER.

Create a lasting business partnership today. 
Call 500 5000 or 
email: BDA_CorpSales@digicelgroup.com

www.digicelbermuda.com/business
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since i aRRived in BeRmuda in Febru-
ary 2011, I have seen the Club’s sailing 
programme develop from a part-time, 
seasonal, low attendance programme to the 
year-round, hi-attendance and structured 
programme it is today. In no small part, this 
is because of the support received by the 
RBYC officers and members and the Ber-
muda community. A sailing academy is only 
successful through the support and ‘buy-in’ 
of interested and committed parties.

The RBYC Sailing Academy’s sustained 
growth has been possible by focusing on 
three areas of development: control, struc-
ture and the arena. Development of our 
programme in these three areas has allowed 
the Academy to support year round lessons 
for over 200 juniors, youth and adults.

conTRol
In February of 2012 the Club became a cer-

tified RYA training centre. This has allowed us 
to adapt the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) 
model to control safety and set high standards 
of coaching and teaching.  Since 2012 the 
Academy has qualified over 35 RYA Instruc-
tors in a variety of disciplines: RYA Dinghy 
Instructors, Assistant Instructors, Powerboat 
Level 2 Instructors and a First Aid Instruc-
tor. The adoption of the RYA philosophy for 

fun and safety on the water has a successful 
trickle-down effect in the boating community. 
Not only are more children and adults aware 
of sailing and boating choices in Bermuda, but 
a significant awareness in safety on the water 
has been noticed—most significantly the use 
of kill-cords.

sTRucTuRe
The Academy’s structure is based on 

a five year plan of which we are part way 
through year three. The Academy’s develop-
ment plan was formed with vested input 
from several Bermuda youth and sailing 
organisations along with research into 
development plans of similar sized sailing 
academies outside of the island. Working 
with a structured plan has allowed the ju-
nior Optimist programme to develop to the 
point where there are now over 60 juniors 
under the age of 15 racing in Green, Silver 
and Gold Fleet at the Club. The Academy 
has also been able to develop a grass roots 
outreach programme with Government 
schools and educational initiatives. Several 
of the private and Government schools now 
include sailing as part of their curriculum. 

Other aspects of the development plan 
allow for those elite sailors to start develop-
ing from junior, to youth, to National level 

sailing. Aspiring Olympic athletes now have 
a structure for development as our first crop 
of juniors ages into the youth aspect of our 
programme. Autumn 2013 has seen the roll 
out of the Youth programme. The RBYC is 
committed to teaching and coaching stan-
dards in Laser (4.7, Radials, Full Rig), Bytes 
and currently the 420.

The aRena
How and why is Bermuda able to be bet-

ter than larger countries such as the U.K. 
and others? In my opinion this comes down 
to some very basic training advantages. The 
weather is the biggest factor in our training 
programme—there is no need for dry-suits 
even in February. The Sailing Academy 
can operate year-round. There is access to 
three tiered training venues: the sheltered 
Harbour for beginners; the Great Sound for 
intermediates to advanced; and the Ocean. 

Proximity is another important factor. Most 
of our students live within 20 minutes of the 
Club and thanks to our generous members 
there is an efficient, safe, launching platform. 

The long term goal? The final task is to get 
everyone participating in sailing on this great 
island. The passion of the RBYC and its mem-
bers is so great that anything is possible with 
regards to the future of sailing in Bermuda. 

The royal Bermuda Yacht Club 

SAiling ACAdemY
BY Tom HerBerT-evAnS
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That little home / car / boat of 
mine…I’m gonna let ‘em shine! 

The Buff without Puffing!
If you’re looking for an easy and quick way to keep the metal 
finishes in your home, car or boat, looking clean, glossy and 
new, get Star Clean, a new product being offered by TreeCon. 
The world’s only one-step metal treatment, Star Clean is a 
non-abrasive, non-hazardous and non-toxic, powerful cleaner/
protector that leaves a high gloss finish without buffing, and can 
be used on all metals: stainless steel, copper, brass, aluminium, 
chrome, gold and silver (not silver plated) and even enamel, 
ceramics, and fibreglass. Just apply, rinse, dry, and you’re done!

Call 295-4771 today to find out more about this 
fantastic product!

Showroom: #1 Cemetery road, Pembroke    
Fax:  295 -4774    monday –  Fr iday 8:00 am – 5:00 Pm

Simply the very best.
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OPERATING COMPANIES: Bermuda Electric Light Company, Air Care, Bermuda Gas & Utility Company, PureNERGY Renewables, iFM, iEPC, Ascendant Properties

Caring for Bermuda’s Unique Heritage

Ascendant Group Limited is proud to partner with

the Ministry of Environment & Planning on the

long-term restoration of Nonsuch Island, Bermuda’s

“Living Museum”, pledging 10 years of financial

and volunteer support. The partnership has already

included many hours of work by volunteers, and the

purchase of a new Boston Whaler and propane gas

refrigerator. In 2013, we have installed new solar

panels, and have supported introduction of miniature

“Cahow cams” developed by LookBermuda to give

scientists, students and birdwatchers a camera’s-eye

look inside the burrows of Bermuda’s national bird.

See for yourself how nesting Cahows live at

http://blog.lookbermuda.com/CahowCam. For more

about us, please visit www.ascendantgroup.bm.
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2013 SkIPPERS
siR Ben ainslie 
(greAT BriTAin)
Sir Ben is the most suc-
cessful sailor in olympic his-
tory having won four gold 
and a silver medals. He is 
no stranger to the Argo 

group gold Cup having won the event in 
2009 and 2010. Sir Ben joins the event hav-
ing just competed with defending America’s 
Cup team oracle. This week he is joined by 
iain percy (Andrew ‘Bart’ Simpson’s olympic 
and Artemis skipper), matt Cornwell and 
Christian Kamp. The team are here to help 
raise funds for the Andrew Simpson Sailing 
Foundation. ISAF RANkING: NOT cUR-
RENTLy RANkED

Johnie BeRnTsson
(SWeden)
Berntsson Sailing Team 
was founded in 1997 and 
have since then been 
sailing all over the world 
in different match racing 

events. The team now race as the Stena 
Sailing Team. Johnie was the 2008 Argo 
group gold Cup winner and finished second 
in the 2012 and 2011 event. Johnie is a cur-
rent AWmrT card holder. ISAF RANkING: 8

TaYloR canField
(uS virgin iSlAndS)
Taylor Canfield blasted 
away the competition at 
last year’s Argo group gold 
Cup and is the defending 
champion. Having picked up 

an Alpari World match racing Tour card for 
2013 he is currently joint second on the Tour 
having just won the Chicago match Cup. Tay-
lor and the uSone team are looking forward 
to defending the King edward vii gold Cup. 
ISAF RANkING: 2

simone FeRRaRese
(iTAlY)
Simone began to sail 
at the age of five and 
after testing his mettle 
on the youth circuit and 
in the olympic classes, 

he decided to put his focus into the match 
racing circuit where he won the dubai Youth 
Trophy in 2006. He hasn’t looked back since 
then. Simone started the 2013 season with 
a spectacular victory in the Congressional 
Cup, beating the four time World Champion 
ian Williams in the Semifinal and America›s 
Cup winner and veteran ed Baird in the 
Final, getting silver at the match racing eu-
ropean Championship and a podium (third) 

at the Stena match Cup Sweden. Ferrarese 
recently started an olympic campaign in 
the Finn Class, and after a Tour Card holder 
season in 2012 he will be back with his 
Ferrarese racing Team to compete for 
the 2013 match racing World Title. ISAF 
RANkING: 11

BJÖRn hansen (SWeden)
Crowd favourite Björn 
returns to compete in this 
year’s Argo group gold 
Cup, fresh from defend-
ing the Stena match Cup 
in Sweden. Björn is the 

co-owner of At Sea Sailing events (former 
Stockholm match race Centre) and with 
strong support from team sponsor, eWork, 
is a definite contender in this year’s event. 
Hot off finishing third against ian Williams 
in Chicago the eWork team is gunning for 
an Argo group gold Cup victory! Björn is an 
AWmrT card holder and finished second on 
the Tour in 2012. ISAF RANkING: 4

adam minopRio 
(neW ZeAlAnd)
This former iSAF #1 open 
ranked sailor and the 2009 
World Champion is back as 
a Tour card holder for the 
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SkIPPERS

2013 season. Adam has had success this 
season finishing second in germany, third in 
Korea and sixth in Sweden. He returned to 
match racing after competing in the 2011-
12 volvo ocean race where he finished 
second. ‘mino’ and the rest of the Alpari FX 
Trading team finished second in 2009, fifth 
in 2010 and 2012. ISAF RANkING: 30

eRic monnin 
(SWiTZerlAnd)
eric and his Swiss match 
race Team are back to 
improve on their fourth 
place finish in the 2012 Argo 
group gold Cup. This is eric’s 

tenth gold Cup appearance. ISAF RANkING: 
14

pieRRe-anToine  
moRvan (FrAnCe)
pierre-Antoine morvan 
had been sailing since 
the age of eight before 
discovering match racing 
in 2003 while studying 

at the university of rennes. By 2004 he 
had his own competitive sailing team and 
by 2007 his team had won the Youth 
French Championship, the university 
French Championship and the open 
French Championship. morvan’s team 
has made steady progress since finish-
ing second at the St. moritz match race 
in 2011. They are now fully focused on 
pushing for the iSAF match racing World 
Championship title and see their 2012 

sixth place result as the beginning of 
their assault on the trophy after making 
the Quarterfinals in every Tour event they 
attended in 2012 and hitting the podium 
twice. ISAF RANkING: 3

maThieu RichaRd 
(FrAnCe)
mathieu returns to the 
Argo group gold Cup after 
a year break. He was the 
winner of the 2007 gold 
Cup. Having had his start in 

optimist and 420 dinghies, mathieu decided 
match racing was where he wished to com-
pete. His 2013 season has seen him come 
second in match race germany and win the 
Korea match Cup. ISAF RANkING: 7
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phil RoBeRTson 
(neW ZeAlAnd)
Sailing has been in phil 
robertson’s blood since 
the age of ten when he 
started racing competitive-
ly. racing in dinghy classes 

for several years increased his appetite for 
sailing and competition. However, robertson 
wanted to develop himself as a team sailor 
which he did at the age of 16 when he joined 
the prestigious royal new Zealand Yacht 
Squadron Youth training programme. phil 
now fronts WAKA racing, a tight team of 
top young sailors who made their debut in 
2011 as Tour Card Holders on the Alpari 
World match racing Tour. in 2012 WAKA 
racing delivered a podium finish after a 

stunning performance at the final event to 
leapfrog up the standings from seventh to 
third at the final event of the year, the mon-
soon Cup. in 2013 the team will maintain 
their single ambition to be new Zealand’s 
best keel boat sailing team. ISAF RANkING: 
13

nicolai sehesTed
(FinlAnd)
2013 is the second year 
for this young Scandinavian 
at the Argo group gold 
Cup. Since finishing 13th 
in last year’s AggC, nicolai 

and his team have continued to improve 
their iSAF ranking by finishing in the top 
three of several grade one and two events. 

The team seeks to improve on their finish 
from last year’s event. ISAF RANkING: 12

maRek sTanczYk
(polAnd)
marek is a former polish 
match race Champion   
and for the past six years 
he has been the top ranked 
polish skipper in iSAF 

rankings. marek has multiple 470 polish 
national Championships. He started sailing 
in optis then Cadet Class. He won many ice-
sailing competitions in poland and around 
the world including Canada and Scandina-
via. He is also involved in the yachting busi-
ness, having his own shipyard “nautiner” in 
poland. latest racing results include several 
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top three finishes in grade two and three 
events. This is his second Argo group gold 
Cup. ISAF RANkING: 13

keiTh sWinTon 
(AuSTrAliA)
Keith Swinton’s passion for 
sailing began in perth at the 
age of eight. He’s competed 
in olympic Class Sailing, on 
the Alpari World match 

racing Tour, in irC racing and one design 

racing in a number of classes, including 420, 
470, 29er, Tornado, etchells and Flying 15. 
He considers match racing to be the most 
enjoyable and is now his focus. The Black 
Swan team finished second at the 2013 
Chicago match race in July earning them 
valuable rank points. ISAF RANkING: 5

William TilleR (neW ZeAlAnd)
Will and the boys are back again for another 
round of Argo group gold Cup racing having 
finished a somewhat disappointing 14th in 

2012. So far this season 
Will has high placements in 
Chicago Cup qualifier (sec-
ond), Hong Kong match 
racing (first) and is the 
current new Zealand open 
match racing Champion. 

Welcome back William! ISAF RANkING: 6

peTeR WickWiRe 
(CAnAdA)
peter is the current 
Canadian match racing 
Champion has spent much 
of 2012 finishing in the top 
three in north American 

grade three events. This is the second trip 
to Bermuda for Wickwire, a financial ser-
vices professional living in Halifax, nova Sco-
tia. match racing for four years the team 
enjoyed a successful 2011 including wins at 
the Canadian match racing Championships, 
York Cup and the nations Cup nA regional 
qualifier. The crew looks forward to racing 
iods in Bermuda. ISAF RANkING: 39

ian Williams 
(greAT BriTAin)
ian started out his profes-
sional life as a solicitor and 
decided to pursue match 
racing. it was obviously a 
successful decision as ian 

is the first Briton to gain the iSAF World 
Champion and WmrT Champion titles. He 
is the 2011 and 2012 Tour Champion; a title 
the team has won four times. He, along with 
the rest of team gAC pindar, returns to the 
Argo group gold Cup for an eighth time, 
having won this regatta in 2006. ian is an 
AWmrT card holder. ISAF RANkING: 1

FeedeR evenTs
The winners of the Bermuda national, 
detroit Cup, Knickerbocker Cup and Sopot 
match race events are guaranteed a spot 
in the Argo group gold Cup.

* ISAF rankings were current as of July 10, 
2013.

** Skipper profiles were believed accurate 
at press time and entrants can be subject to 
change.
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Best of luck to all participants in the 2013 Argo Group 
Gold Cup. We hope you enjoy the race!

LinkBermuda has provided Bermuda with telecommunication services 
for more than 100 years. Offering worldwide IP, data and voice services, 
data centre, Cloud and business continuity services.
linkbermuda.com

Fly like the Wind
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AckNOWLEDGEmENTS & SPONSORS

oRGanisinG commiTTee
regatta Chairman – past Commodore Brian W.  
Billings 
vice Chairman Finance – past Commodore p. leslie 
Crane
Commodore – Jonathan Brewin
past Commodore - p. Somers Cooper
principal race officer – david Campbell-James, iro
Chief umpire – Alfredo ricci
regatta manager – Jay Cameron Hooper  

umpiRes 
miguel Allen – portugal
Alan Baser – great Britain
mats Bjorklund - Finland
david Blackman - uSA
Jeff Borland – uSA
elspeth Brewin - Bermuda
robert duffy - Bermuda
Alfredo ricci - italy
Sofia Truchanowicz - poland
past Commodore S. peter Shrubb – Bermuda

Race commiTTee
Bob Baillie, past Commodore Andrew Cox, david 
Campbell-James, Jenny Campbell-James, peter 
donnellan, roger Farge, Stacey gibb, maria Hart,  
patrice Horner, Anne Hyde, edward rance, Todd 
Sparling

JunioR Gold cup commiTTee
Chairman – past Commodore p. Somers Cooper
regatta Coordinator – dede Cooper
pro – Francis Carter 

ReGaTTa suB-commiTTee
Boat repairs – Triangle rigging 
Housing – Sarah nicholls
medical and Safety – dr. Stephen Sherwin
event dentist – dr. John dickinson
press Boat – John Cooper, roger mello
Commentator Boat – Jonathan gray, mark Soares 

The RoYal BeRmuda YachT cluB FlaG 
oFFiceRs & execuTive commiTTee
Commodore – Jonathan Brewin
vice Commodore – Somers W. Kempe
rear Commodore – leatrice roman
rear Commodore – Jesse deCouto
Honorary Secretary – Andrew Burnett-Herkes
Treasurer – paul Hubbard

RoYal BeRmuda YachT cluB sTaFF
general manager – david J. Furtado
Financial Controller – lorraine Adderley
Head Chef – Anthony mcmahon
marina manager – reggie Horseman
Assistant Secretary – donna Heslop
Sailing Secretary – nicole Butterworth

media  
event Commentator – Scott dickson
public relations – Talbot Wilson  
photographer – Charles Anderson
Webmaster – david mcCreary
printing – The Bermudian publishing Company

donaTion oF compeTiToR iod BoaTs 
david Ashton, Bermuda iod Fleet, Kevin Horsfield,  
eugene “penny” Simmons, richard S. Thompson,  
matthew Cairney, B.W. Jordy Walker Trust

 — suppoRTinG sponsoRs — 

 — oFFicial paRTneR sponsoRs — 

 — pRimaRY sponsoRs — 

 — pResenTinG sponsoRs — 

 — hosT & pResenTinG sponsoR — 

— TiTle sponsoR — 
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Photograph by Charles Anderson, Courtesy Argo G
roup

“BERMUDA IS 
THE PERFECT 
YEAR ROUND 
YACHTING 
DESTINATION.”
With our crystal clear ocean, favourable winds 
and perfect sailing conditions, Bermuda is so 
much more. 

The Bermuda Department of Tourism is proud 
to sponsor the 2013 Argo Group Gold Cup, the 
penultimate stage of the Alpari World Match 
Racing Tour.

For more information visit 
argogroupgoldcup.com or GoToBermuda.com GoToBermuda.com
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Teamwork. Skill. Commitment.Teamwork. Skill. Commitment.
These are qualities that define the employees of Argo Group. And they These are qualities that define the employees of Argo Group. And they 

exemplify the sailors taking part in one of the most exciting and challenging exemplify the sailors taking part in one of the most exciting and challenging 
events on the world match racing calendar. Argo Group is proud to welcome events on the world match racing calendar. Argo Group is proud to welcome 

competitors and fans to the 2013 Argo Group Gold Cup.competitors and fans to the 2013 Argo Group Gold Cup.

argolimited.com
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